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IDAY in brief…

IDAY is a network of African and European organizations of the civil societies. , each of wich is individually committed to teaching projects in Africa. Its members consider that only a reinforced dialogue between these organisations and the African and European authorities can lead to a significant reduction of basic teaching in Africa. Among other events, IDAY commemorates the International Day of the African Childhood – June 16 – to promote the right of all children and youngsters in Africa to a full cycle of basic quality teaching.
It activities are based on the following observations: 
· Foreign aid has been a relative failure over the last 40 years; a relative 
· Becoming aware of one’s human rights is a critical conditions for moving out of poverty ; 

· It is in the interest of Africa and Europe to urgently fill the education gap in Africa. 
Created in 2005, IDAY-International, which coordinates the activities of the national coalitions became an official non-profit seeking international association in January 2008.  Each year since 2005, several activities are ogranised together in each member country (in 2008 : a total of 177 organisations from12 African & 4 European countries). 

IDAY participates in its Global Action Week of the Global Campaign for Education (GCE) and. IDAY also publishes each year a Manifesto with the recommendations to reach the Second Millenium Development Goal in each member country. The Manifesto is handed over to the European authorities by IDAY-International et by each coalition to its national authorities responsible for education. All activity reports are available on the website www.1606.eu. IDAY also strives to promote exchanges of best practices and reinforces the capacity of its members, in particular through training on advocacy. The African diaspora in Europe plays an important role in this process. 
These principles are in line with the recommendations of the Global Campaign for Education of which IDAY is a member and of the Commonwealth Education Fund asking that at least 3 % of foreign aid be allocated to the reinforcement of the capacities of dynamic organisations of the local civil society. 

Conscious of the necessary complementarity between projects called « promoting human rights » that will have results in the longer terms (advocacy and « checks and balances by the civil society) and « service provider » projects (construction of schools, scholarships, teachers’ training), which stem from international solidarity and humanitarian considerations  IDAY has developed a “Project Market” on its website for its members. 

Despite its recent creation, IDAY has obtained conrete results listed in the reports of its coalitions available on our website  www.1606.eu
	[image: image2.jpg]



	INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE AFRICAN CHILDHOOD

JOURNEE INTERNATIONALE DE L’ENFANCE AFRICAINE

INTERNATIONALER TAG DER AFRIKANISCHEN KINDHEIT

INTERNATIONALE DAG VAN DE AFRIKAANSE JEUGD 

DIA INTERNACIONAL DE LA CRIANCIA AFRICANA

….and its YOUTH  -   IDAY    -    www.1606.eu 




PRINCIPALS UNDERLYING IDAY’s ACTIONS
1. Development is an endogenous process one develops oneself, one cannot develop people from the outside.

2. The first cause of poverty is ignorance of one’s human rights. 

3. Education is the key to becoming aware of one’s human rights and of an equitable and sustainable human and economic development.
4. Foreign aid has so far failed to contribute significantly to economic development of the poorest countries: to do so it must be organised differently.
5. The responsibility for ensuring access to human rights lies with the public authorities. 
6. For the public authorities to ensure to all their human rights, a relationship of confidence and constructive dialogue must be established between the civil society and the Government. 

7. The empowerment of the organisations of the civil society is therefore an indispensable component of an foreign aid programme – whether public or private – that aims at pulling people out of poverty. 
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Rue Pechère 23  BE-1380 LASNE tel : +32 (0)2 808 1764  fax : +32 (0)2 654 27 31

e.mail : iday1606@scarlet.be or idaysecretariat@gmail.com 
Account : IBAN : BE53 5230 8026 6767 BIC : TRIOBE91 Belgium : 523-0802667-67
For tax deductible gifts > 30€ : King Baudouin Foundation : 
                  Account : IBAN : BE10 0000 0000 04 04 BIC:  BPOTBEB1 Belgium : 000-0000004-04

Obligatory communication : IDAY R10471
